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Belarus next year, as well as his support for
a national dialogue on elections to be held be-
tween the government and the opposition.’’ I
agree with the Working Group and AMG’s em-
phasis on the importance of ‘‘access to elec-
tronic media for all participants in the negotia-
tions, and a political climate free of fear and
politically motivated prosecution.’’

Mr. Speaker, while I welcome this state-
ment, I remain guarded, given Mr.
Lukashenka’s track record. I very much look
forward to its implementation by the
Belarusian Government, which could be a
positive step in reducing Belarus’ isolation
from the international community and the be-
ginnings of a reversal in the human rights situ-
ation in that country.
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Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, after rising
yesterday to honor the passing of one of
America’s greatest space hero’s, Pete Conrad,
I happily return to the floor to celebrate the
thirtieth anniversary of man landing on the
moon.

Last night, I memorialized one of the many
heroes involved in the arduous task of sending
man from Earth to the moon. Tonight, I would
like to recognize all of the men and women
that were responsible for one of the single
greatest scientific and technological accom-
plishments in history, man walking on the
moon.

President John F. Kennedy challenged the
men and women in our nation’s space pro-
gram to accomplish a goal that most believed
was unachievable. This goal was the singular
focus of a small group of American leaders in
space for nearly a decade, a small group that
would eventually become international heroes.
Heroes, not because they simply went to the
moon, but because they set out an impossible
goal, dared to dream when they were on the
short end of logic, inspired a nation and the
world. These men and women worked fever-
ishly for nearly a decade and committed their
lives to the program. Some men even gave
the ultimate sacrifice and lost their lives chas-
ing this goal.

To every child in America, I hope that you
will take the time to learn of the thrilling story
of the men and women involved in Apollo 11’s
ultimate success. It is a story about working to
achieve success against long odds. I am
proud to have been alive during this great ac-
complishment and to know the story behind
the men and women who dedicated their lives
to ensuring the dream of all mankind was
achieved.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to give one last
salute to Captain Pete Conrad and congratu-
late all of the men and women who helped our
nation and perservere against impossible
odds, and land a man on the moon.
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of

the members of the Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee, I rise to extend congratu-
lations to Jerry Greenwald on the occasion of
his retirement as Chairman of United Airlines.
He joined United Airlines five years ago. From
his takeoff in July 1994 to his landing last
week, Jerry Greenwald’s has truly been an
amazing flight.

Brand new to the aviation industry, Jerry
Greenwald led the transition of United Airlines
into the largest employee-owned organization
in the world. He assumed the helm of a strug-
gling company which was part of an industry
burdened by years of mounting financial
losses. In an environment when regulations
often seemed to make success impossible, he
guided the employee-owners of United Airlines
to turn the company around. Jerry Greenwald
showed that teamwork could be a way of life
and not just a slogan. He demonstrated that
‘‘labor-management relations’’ did not have to
be a euphemism for mortal combat, but rather
a unique means to achieve a range of goals.

By focusing on core business objectives and
core customer needs, United Airlines achieved
record revenues for four consecutive years,
and measurable improvements to delivering
on customer preferences for air travel. Jerry
Greenwald is investing proceeds into new
equipment, technology and customer service
initiatives to prepare for the future. During his
tenure, Jerry Greenwald has grown United to
the equivalent of a whole new airline. And, I’d
like to think he’s changing how the industry
thinks about customer service. The US airline
industry is still evolving, but it is clear that Mr.
Greenwald has put United on a course to con-
tinue to improve and be competitive.

Beyond his focus to make United healthy
again, Mr. Greenwald took on an enormous
task when he agreed to serve as Chairman of
the National Welfare to Work partnership.
United alone has hired nearly 2,000 people
from the welfare rolls to work in productive
jobs, and he inspired thousands of other com-
panies to do the same. Mr. Greenwald has ex-
panded the United Foundation to support
more than 300 charitable organizations and
programs around the world, focusing on edu-
cation, health and community partnerships.
And he has personally been involved in these
initiatives rather than just leading them; that is
an important distinction in today’s world.

Throughout his time with United, Mr.
Greenwald has been a consistently accessible
and responsive partner to those of us in Con-
gress concerned with aviation issues. We
have worked together with Mr. Greenwald to
tackle complicated issues that affect the inter-
ests of the entire nation: airline competitive-
ness, access for US carriers to global aviation
markets, air traffic control reform, taxes, and
yes, even customer service. Although we have
not always agreed, we have always commu-
nicated.

So as Jerry Greenwald pulls ‘‘wheels up’’
and flies off to a fresh attempt at retirement,

I ask my colleagues to join me in wishing him
well.
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HER RETIREMENT FROM TEACH-
ING AT SOUTH MILWAUKEE HIGH
SCHOOL

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 20, 1999

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Sharon Awe, South Milwaukee High
School’s (SMHS) Director of Bands, who is re-
tiring after 341⁄2 years of dedicated service to
her students and to the community.

Ms. Awe has shared her love for music with
thousands of students during her career at
SMHS. She inspired some to make music
their careers, but her gift to all her students
was a solid foundation of a lifetime apprecia-
tion for music and the arts.

In more than 34 years of teaching, Sharon
has been the driving force behind the South
Milwaukee Rocket Band, and she will be sore-
ly missed. And her dedication to her students
and the music program did not end at the fin-
ish of each school term. Fro the past 25 sum-
mers, Sharon Awe and her band have partici-
pated in countless parades and competitions
throughout the United States. South Mil-
waukee High School has a band room stuffed
with awards and trophies, and has received a
myriad of honors. Sharon and her students
have proudly represented the State of Wis-
consin at events such as Disney Music Days,
the 1989 Gator Bowl, and even the 1996 Inde-
pendence Day Celebration in Washington,
D.C.

But what Ms. Awe gave her students was
much more important than a room full of tro-
phies. She instilled in them a sense of accom-
plishment, discipline, and pride, and afforded
them the opportunity for new experiences, ca-
maraderie and memories they will treasure for
a lifetime.

And so it is with mixed emotions that I ex-
tend my congratulations to Ms. Awe on her
well deserved retirement. The Rocket Band
won’t quite be the same without her striding
proudly alongside it on the parade route. But
I thank her for the enormous impact she has
made on the lives of so many young people,
and I wish her the very best for a happy and
fulfilling retirement.
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IN SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO MERLE F.
BRADY FOR HIS OUTSTANDING
SERVICE TO THE VAN WERT
COMMUNITY
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Mr. GILLMOR. Mr. Speaker, it is with a
great deal of pleasure that I rise today to pay
special tribute to a truly outstanding individual
from Ohio’s Fifth Congressional District. This
Saturday evening, July 24, 1999, members of
the Van Wert, Ohio community will gather to
recognize the efforts of Merle F. Brady.

Merle Brady was born in Illinois in 1919, but
has lived in Van Wert for more than fifty years.
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